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Cam paign against Dowry in Pakistan

November 30, 2007 by Manavi

In Islamakad, on Friday, Movember 30, 2007. The Daily
Times reported abowt the "Silver Ribbon Campalgn
against Dowry "

"There is a nead to bring about a legal mechanismto
end violence retating to dowry, which has been a desp-
rooted social evil for centuries, said the Uinited Mations
Fund for Women (LINIFEM) GenderAdvisor Dr
Suleman Asif atthe 'Silver Ribhon Campaign against
Dowry”,

The Society for Advancement of Community, Heaith,
Education and Training (SACHET) focused thew
campagn against Dowry Vioknce'. which has been
prevalent in the subcontinent for centuries.

The efforts shoukd not be corfined to create awareness
among the masses agamnst the disastrous effects of
dowry in the society but to ntroduce new behaviors and
sustaning them "Asifsaid.

He added that Pakistan had muakple legisiations
inciuding the Federal Law, Skariah Law and customarn
aws, which give refuge o those who indulge in swch
actices

Pakistan Academy of Letters (PAL) Charman fikhar
Arfsaid that there was a need to take positive steps to
eliminate dowty from society "Everyone in oW sockety
prefers to make tall claims to end the menace of dowry
fut no one takes practical measures in this regard " he
aaid. Arfsaid that # was the responsitsity of the putic to
discowrage the menace, whieh made thousands of
parents unabletogetther daughtersmarmed. "

Even the educated class of people tends to encourage
dowry eventoday. Dowry can only be eradicated if that
evil is taken aut from minds of the people but othermse,
nao law can praventthis.

Daily Times
Saturday, March 8, 2008
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This score card records a story of small efforts
linked to a big dream of a dowry violence
free society in Pakistan.
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Fromthe Editor's desk
Challenging ,Communicating, Changing

SACHET-Pakistan completes its 10 years in 2008, and with that it has started assessing some of its
groundbreaking and seminal iniiatives, in order to seek wisdom from hindsight and zhare the learning with
others. The purpose is to record the ordeals it faced during its determined journey while pursuing
some of ts campaigns - on the bumpy roads of awareness raising and policy adwooacy. Ancther
objediveistohighlight some successesand impadsit generated duringthe course of campaigns.

Thiz brief report looks at'Fight Against Dowry', an original and flagship campaign that SACHET Pakistan
undertaok with the inception of the organis ation. Initially the issue of dowry was embedded in the rubric of
'"Gender Based VWiolence (GFBY) and violence agairstwome nl80WY bt later tsprung up a8 adistinet ssue,
andindependentcampaign.

When SACHET-Paiistan started as 'an organisation by Pakistanis, for Pakistanis', it envisaged to offer a
comprehersive service delivery padiage to the communities it planned to wolk with; the padiage entailed
basic provisions in health; enabling elements (scholarships and training) in education; and facilitating inputs
for econormic empowermeant. Atthat poirt, SACHET-Pakistan had confidence in its efforts, bt did not hawve
ary presumptions aboutamegachange, overnight

Thisreport campaign score card - demonstraesthat thingstaketime, but with consistent, resilisnt
and geady wa b arduocus journeys onbu mpy andurfriendly roadsbecome possible.

Thereporthas three parts. Part Onetraces the milestones of a passionate andvigorous fight against asocial
evil{d maryiwhich has intimate and comples roots inour s acigty.

Part Twas, records a summation of the final policy dialogue corvened to have debate on alternative
perspectives on dowry. The dialoguewas held at SACHET-Pakistan on 27" November 2002, Pat Thres
contains three exclusive interviews of renowned personalities on the Esues of dowry. Part Four lists some of
the new actions SACHET- Pakistan envis ages totakein order to tak e the FAD campaignto ahigher and larger
orbit,sothat the message could be spreadto boththe popular and powedfuldomairs simultaneous by,

Thiz repart, it & expected, will serve as a motivating factor o SACHET-Pakistan team, ts partners, s
supportars, aswell & to those who have takken uponthemthe toughtask of purging s ociety from app arently
sudtle evik which have brazen effect on women's |fe and parficipation in the life of society. The report ako
expect tocomvincethe proponents of dowry thatit is abouttime torethink, redesign and reform.

A1 January 2008
Izlamabad
Fakistan
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rromtender Waich 1o FADAN m—
Part One

The Mile Stones

Dowry and SACHET- a chromnology of selected research work, talks and presentations

1 AGEHI News Latier, lasus 1, summear 2000, Vicdence against Women by Dr.Rakhshinda
Pearveen, p.2. Gander in Pakietan

AGEH| Mows Latter, bsste: 2, autumn, 2001 -“Popalstion”. Gendar, Popafation & Paidstan by
Dr.Rakhshinda Pervean, p.2.Female Saaallty In Muslim Socketies by Sarah Javeed. . 3.
AGEHI Nows Letter, lasua: 4 2002 "Development lssves”. Hudood Ordinance,
5 Geawder and Pakistan, Zafran mmmwmmmww

Mmmmmm Honour kilings by Shaflat Munir, p.5. AGEHI's Fight
Agalnat Dowry (FAD) Pliot Phase: Project Update, p.7.
AGEH] News Laftar, lssue: 3, winter 2002 “Gender lssuss”. Lagal Empowermeant of Women in
4 | Pakistan by 5.0 Zatar (Chalomen Human Soclaty of Pakdstan Former Law Minkstar,
Governnsnt of Pakistan), p .3 &5, AGEHI's Agsinst Dowry (FAD), p8.
Dowry and Slfence of the Chic Soclely aa reflected by nmﬂﬁ-hm
5 mﬂhmwmu-whmnhmzm

Foundar Dirsctor, AGEHI mna"

conference of Populalion Councll of Pakistan 2002,

Viokance againsf Peidstan! Womerr: An analyical repornt on cagses of Gender Based Viclence a5

L In the selacted National Dec. 2000-11" 2001).
: mﬂ'ﬁ Sep. 2001). Report prapared by

AGEHI Nowns Lattar, st umm mur.mmmm.pm

update, p.7. views on downy, Dr. Nateas Sadiq, Dr. At Hussan,p.T

AGEH] News Latier, Issun: & Surnmar -2003 *Youth®. Un-lslamic customany pracBices nead to be

£ | aboBshed by Syed Zahir Stah Sharaz), p.3. Gender and Heslth by Dr. Rakhshinda Pareaen, p.4.

AGEHFs Fight Against Dowry-FAD, project update, p.7.

g AGEHI News Lattar, lsstia; 7 Autumn-2003, infendew of Jiatics Mafids Razv, pd. From FAD
(Fight Agalnst Dowry), p.2.

AGEHI Nows Letier, kssus: & spring-summer -2004 “Men's Special™ Dowry P.5, FAD (Fight
10 | Ageirst Dowry) p.78 8.

11 | Fight Against Dowry (FADwJahaz Kay Khila Jung: AGEHI Resourss Centre-SACHET,2004

13 Dowry e most freguantly forgoBen form of gender violance In Paidetan, Dacamber , 2006
by Dr. Rakhshinga Pervesn hitpasachel.ong.pkihomeadfpublicationaFAD_Project,_End _Reaport.pdi

Parllament Matiers, strengthening democracy through Parlfamentary developmert, Fight
13 wmnmmﬂmwmnmmpmumm.mn

*The kasus of & Viclence as Percelved by the Stakeholders in
14 mm Highoer Dowry Dowry

15 Pollcy dislogoe “Alemalive Parspactives on certaln tradiionsl / Customany pracioss influancing
Health & populalion” on 23" sep. 2008

A study on dowry related viokence and son prefevence. conducted
16 hﬁdmdﬂu&ﬂhﬁﬂmmﬂ S

Policy disfogue “Alamadthmn parspectives on Damyatifying Dowry: panspectine from aosdenmili,
17 activists and advocaies Tof pollcy recommendations on the lasues of women and child rghts
violathor In conmecion with the custom and Institulion of dowry In Paklstan® on 27" Mov, 2008,
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Dowry and SACHET- Thematic Yearly Planners/Calenders

FAD Year Calender 2003

FAD Yezr Flanner 2004
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rromender Waich 1o FADAN

Dowry and SACHET - AGEHI Theatre on issues of dowry

Itis one of the mamy creative expressions and communication tools of AGEH| Resource
Centre, SACHET, which emerged in 2001 to Create awareness and sensitivity about
different social Esues through theatre performance at different forums and different
occasions, AGEHI| Theatre group consists of amateur performers who are development
activistand practitioners and believethat theatre & an effective toolfor communicating s ocial change.
AGEHI Theatre group has performed more then 300 the atre pefarmances (street and interactive) including
S mega performances on international conferences and civil bureaucracy of Islamabad o semsitze masses
and clazses on gender violence lle dowry violence and its off shoots ke honorkilling, HPW &AID S and other
yvouth Esuesrelevanttothesocialzector developmentin Pakistan,

AGEMI Theatre Group Presenis... Crasisi
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fromGender Watek 7o FADAN e
Dowry and SACHET - Message T-Shirts and Badges for Social Advocacy

AR

Figh Agelr=t Dawiy

Jainy Bilver Ribbon ﬂ?mpmg"
pguinst LOWTY Viplonce

Join Silver Rikbon Campaign
Against Dowry Videnos

When a Git becomes demarnd
its a form of volenoe
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Dowry and SACHET - Posters for Information and Awareness
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Dowry and SACHET - Posters for Information and Awareness




S Frem Gender Watch 1o FADAN

Dowry and SACHET FAD TV Series (fahez kay khilaf Jang) for Policy and Social
Advocacy

Qualitative D ata

Lok do{onfa ol = g]

11

12 Totnl Mo, of Respondents from ohll society &5 (Menzs, Women:as)

Tokal No. of Students 50 (Men 19, Women: 31)
&

Tl Mo, of Dowry Victims [ Surdvom

2l

Title of Production FAD {Fight Against Dovwry)
Year of Froducion 2002

Concept , Script, Research, Direction — DOr. Rakhshinda Perwen
Froclucer SACHET Pakistan
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rromender Waich 1o FADAN

Score Card
19992008
From G ender Watch' to FADAN

5# | INDICATOR SCORE

1 | # of TV documentaries on gender (Gender Waich) 19
# of TV Documentaries on Dowry and reteded

2 | viclsnce (FAD) B

q # of videos on Dowry violanos In the context of HIV & o1
AIDS and M3M

4 # of alectronic Infomercial on dowry violencs as a o1
Fublic heslth lssue

5 | ¥ of theatrs organized by AGEHI to highiight lssues 280
of Dowry

g | ¥ of posters designed & disseminated for policy and 08
aocial advocacy

7 | & of messages designed in Urdy, English & Punjabi 20

B | #of thamalc calendars devaloped 0B

8 | #of typas advocacy products designed & developed 06

10 | # of FAD evenings with Intsdligentsia and media 12

11 lﬂFﬁmeﬂim B0

12 | # of FAD #assion In national conferencas 10
# of policy dialoguss with leglslators and policy

13 et

14 # of natlonal consultation on legislation with law and of
Justice Commission and CSO of Paklstan

18 # of reseanch papers on dowry lasues by Dr. 08
Rakhshinds Parveen =

18 # of newspaper arfioles on dowry lssues by Dr. 10
Rakhshinds Pervesn

17 | # of FADAN districts 3

18 # of jourmadists directly trained by AGEHI on dowry 250
# of youth leaders directly trained by AGEHI on

19 Isnuas of dowry 12,000

20 | & of FADAN ohangs rakers 170

£1 | Impact of FAD campalgn on polioy ﬂnu'DHld'ymuu w8 s haard In the

Doy viiobancs ks rsrrticned In
Impact of FAD campalgn in NGO sector the discourss on VAW and
domestic viclanos

Gepder Mach was a 10 Eplsode TV saras conce Daalrad anddveced by O, Raahsnde Peneas ano pwocyced by SACRET R
1 000-2000, Ihve s e 5gmd 0 Gregie @V e re 55 abol Fge mder Issre 5 I PantsE e con g AT Gender Maioh also ecelvedP T
eacefience vand in Weach 2000 . Geaoer Maich pomsered e mvdic discowvse of Geaooyr Basod wWoisce and RN 1 550es.
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World Eank appreciated the
efforts of SACHET Pakistan in
their Country Gender Assassment
Report 2005).

UNIFEM Paldstan estended
pertnarahip in November, 2008
with SACHET to conduct a
national study on Dowry violence
in Pakdstan.

Folicwdrig the resesanch papar on
this lssue in 2002 we have

24 | impact of FAD campalgn in mainstream print media mmﬁm
giving somes space 10 dowry

24 Impact of FAD Campalgna on imtemational
Devvaloprnant sector,

# of TV shows In which

26 | Impact of FAD campalgn In malnetneam TV channsls

:u-umm-_&.al:}:.:

B“;m;amand is an
insult to masculinity
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Part Two
Demystifying Dowry

A

Diowry &5 undoubtedly 3 cause behind manmy gender discriminations; and there are certain causes behind the
continuation of this phenomenan.

Articulation of aproblem is the firststep towards ts solution andresolution. SACHET, inasmall brochure, did
thizs assiducuslywhen itcritically denotedthat

2L : - =L S LLA L
- e e say No
- el baim  dalili i IwEL i 'I.-.
. v S 'rHE-I:Ir‘
y drikaide

(L e - r - g - i "

Udowry gtimulates substantial violence against women, &5 wall Es men L. whenit takes the form of
irterfamilid harassment for additiona pay ments of goods anid money .. leading to Klling (suicide
and inexplicaledeath]",

Good research can be classified in o categories; the rigorous research and the relevant research. While
rigarows research needs academiccommitment, paricularzeal, higher{human andfinancialires ources, and
dedicatedtimespan; the relevant research is what cormes out of the squeeze of resources andtime but in the
face of an activistzest and push ofcircumstances.

Differert essayvs cum papers Owwwsachet org.pk) put the cultural ingitution of dowry into
pergpedive and scopes the hidden and obvious but ignored ramifications t has on society and
individualz, particulad y women.

D Fakhshinck Pervesn, on bebalor SACHET woavced @ mumber oF 02 Dars ater waderzking rele vant resesich o fitheris
FOWCECY F0EN0R I 1S Sl ggle D Davge Socledy of GOV
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Social resistancehas manyfaces. As Allama lgbal putit: saeen e nau se dama  farz-e fohn pewanalm anzil
yehilaihan hae, gom on ki zindgi mein {Eanng the new rules of life when people cling to archaic custormssthis
becames a hard hurdle inthe progress of nations}. SACHET also faced many hurdles. The donors were
reluctantto come out againstthis practice parially because of a ladk of understanding regarding how ant-
wiarnen this wadition was, and partially not finding dowry aglamorous and sensational Bsue as a few others
appearsdto be, The governmentwas ako ryingto readjusts mall things from within, without challenging the
paradigm,

Ademonstations i presented here,

Stnchay, 12 October 2008 |
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D
When going gets tough, the tough gets direct. In advocacy, sometimes the direct approach & the best
approach. SACHET-Pakistan, with tough experience of advocacy at higherlevels, got direct with same high
ups the Members ofthe Parliament, and the elected public office holders.

E

In successful advacacy which aims at socia | transformation, there are three broad stages of effective
engagement: Challenge not confrontation, Communicationwith respect, and Change thatis transformational
not cerermanial

TI'IEE stages involve information dssemination, continued engagement Ilfﬂ'IE stﬂthuldm refarms and
withinthe institutiors andindividualmindsets.

The change & prefiguring, and refarm effarts are taking institutional shape in the farm af Bilk, the
engagements are continuing with a variety of potential stakeholders, and the process of informing newver
stops. SACHET-Paiistan's Executive Director and aforce behind this passionate andvigorous b attle to end
dowry Dr. Rakhshinda Perveen took the effort to inform (the H:npur'tint people, thatis) into a higher orbit,
through her letter in the Diwn The clarion call of conscience is like a magnet. It attracts compatible
voices. Here & a Demaonstration.
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Marvi submits private bill
on crimes against women

whl

-*.. 1 | b ..-Il JEL} . It X ':
T imprettmsent a5 the tnaxi. - with
mum punishment for cusing a3 demand for dovers, such death

i

wixman & death because of isases be: callen) dowry death and woch bus-
relsted to dowry, and 10 years in  band or relative shall be deemed 1o heir insdend of

{]

prison for acid throwing, depr have coused dowry death,” the actm]
lmﬂm:ﬂﬁ prrcd poew section stales i [propenty
mm. “Whoever will commit crimi-  through & tegistered doed,
e Duily Temes that ol dowry desth shall be punished  tion or- mrnl
noted purisd Semator Anwar Bhinder  wath imprsonment for » ferm, l-wgﬂi ﬂ&
had helped her draft the bill and  which may exiend 1o lifle imprison-
that she the government ment but shall not be less than
wonld allow her to move the bill on ~ seven yean ™

& private members day and help ber ﬂﬂum&w
mster suppart of all the parties t0 sub-section 324-A in the PPC states
pass it unanimously”. She sid stern  that “whoever will case any injury

I
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Part Two

Demystifying Dowry,

Perspectives from academia, activists and advocates for policy recommendaions
on the issues of women rights’ and child rights’ violation in connection with the
custom and institution of dowry in Pakistan.

The Dialogue Report

‘SACH ET conwvened a dialogue to deliberate, d'r:-:!.lss. and E:{pl_-:-re arternat:'-.re “SACHET-Pakistan
perspectives to better understand and maore effeclively cope with the practice e
ofdowry. The dialegue took place on 27" November20028 at SACHET. The key fecmses '"'"‘ wf‘”“m“r_"“
speakers included Dr. Riffat Hag, Professor and Head of Women Studies; feafth with a  wider
FProfessar Dn. Seema Pervez, Former Professor National Irstitute of pﬂfm sepfty amd Keeps i
Pzychaology GALL R Salman Asi, Gender Advisor t9 UMN; and M Haider 5 5 - T

Tagook, Country Directar, Planinternational P aistan, was the chief guest. M. '“frj'ﬂ ges: wilh 'W‘F”' 1l
Azra Jamali, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Women Development; and Ms, YTEW She  sard  the
MuzhatShirzen rom GRAP ako attended the dialogue. erganisation toeok

Th i tarted with th itati fthe Haly O Fall d by thi SRS, JEwes e R

esession stared w e recitation ofthe Ho uran. Followed by this, oy -

the speaiers were introduced by D Rakhshinda Perveen, who then made ”'Fm#””,”f RASILR,

the opening presentation toset the contest of the dialogue. (See annex 1)  geider violemee  and
_ _ _ _ ~ practices ke dowry

Sh_e said SACHET F'al-:u_'tan_f-:-cusa an repr-:u:luctr\_'.re I'!eaHh wiith a_l.rul-:ler which bred violenee as

philezophy and keeps e linkages with poverty in wviewl She said the : gl S

arganis ation took various Esues such as reproductive health, gendear violence fm”_s "Jr an ttegrated

and practices lke dowry which bred vielence a parts of an integrated chain, €hain ™.

She wondere dwhy the dowry 35 a practice and as an institution, that generates

violence against wormen, was wvisibly absent from the agenda of both

development players andrights' campaigners. She informed the paricip ants that initially itweas not part of the

national Plan of Action (NP2} Whereas, in India and in Bangladesh Dowry is recognized as a prablem and

social evil,

She said advocacyand activismto unde the practice of dowrywas number ane onorganis ation's agenda, and
currenths the campaign's concentr ationw as in five districts . Akthough the FARAN (FightAgainst D awry Action
Metwyorksiwere present in 32 districts. The maintools used in this campaign werein person interaction of the
youthwhosign upto say no to dowry, and website was uwsed o disseminate the message. The targets of the
campaign were youth, parents, community gate-keepers, and legislators. She said SACHET Pakistan
understood it needed to engage with a variety of stakeholders on the spectrum of policylegislation and
practce.

She s aid withthe moving of a billtoabolish dowry inthe Senate, and afters eeingseveral publications (aricles
andfeaturesiinthe media, atleastthe silencewas braceninthe media andthe policy circles.

After her presentation, the parficipants were shown two video recordings wherein Senator Chaudry,
Muharnrmad Anwwar Bhinder's interview and a cornvers ation with the Federal law Minister, M. Faroog H. Naik
were shown. In the interview W, Mak zaid that “Davery priffs are alse orchanped m Ennope and Amenca,
nmpleme mtadion of prafistion of dowry s Impesable becanse your ave he croaly awarencss ko fo viekdhe fite Taw |
g gpectally im the elite . I ehite ¢ loss folows e knw then 1t 1l be a sowree of ingmratiowfor the poor & mddle class, . &7
CIEdtE g egualiy with i the sociaty. According ho me fhat pour NGO SACHET 15 beariwg lot of Dirder to raise
awarehess on His ssine & act Hrrewph comErencesfiommars i the streets and mohalas and kighlplting i tie
newspaper

Cn asking about SACHET s working on [ awry Prohibition, Senatar Chowdry Muhammad Anwar Bhinder
gaidthat " THirnk thar it rat st p dowards profbotion. &% vwry diffic udt to dnpiy w5 i wediatrely buet pradually g0
work. This il showld be fivst shop tovweards ending dowry. T ik fat all NGOG working on & Shonld be enconrraped
Majarity poople in onr soctely dongt Idke itand think itan tposs®le prachice ko profnbe dewry. Bt ME08 shawld start
& CampaIpn that praple shonld mpie et i B thelr bene i, for the berteripent of socicly J for their danghite r s firnre
Campaipnrom NGOE shonid be in the faver ofthis act, widch veswlts uitimetely the cradication of dowry "

The eomphche fransc nphionaf batiintervews are inarnex 7|

SACHET oxgan bed i NSt dalogue sacer ‘alernaive perspecive Coicy alsogee IWdadve 20087 In 27 Ma y 2008 . For e press
Cowvage 0F ihis alaogye, Doz se soe Fanexd
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Or. Riffat Haqg Professor and Head of Wormen Studies in her tak said if there was one thing that was
understoodimmediately and by all thatwas dowry, sothere was no need to define dowry, This 5 aproblem of
all classes, as it hits people of different classes in different ways, and with different intensiy. H owvever, she
pointed outthatthere were o concurrent perspectives to dowry: one ofthe bride's family, and the ather of
the groorm's family.

Alhough mestfamilies who have a daughterand ason, do switchroles (by being on the receiving end ance),
itwas amazing how mutely peoplesubmit to this subtle violence, shewondered,

She said the institution and practice of dowry had very deep roots in owr society and psychology and the
challenge had become even more complex as dowry combined some good, some bad and some ugly
aspects. ltwas a gift, itwas a gesture of appreciation by the parentswho feeltheir daughterwould needsome
support to start a new life, twas alko an excuseto deny a girll her share in farily property, and it was a
compukony demand ako in mostcases,

She lamented the foklore which reirforced myths that a girl had no home and hearth, "A girl & considered
in ransit inher parent's home; she & a new comer and owtsider in her in law's and husbands home, and
when she & old, she is considered a dependenton her children. Where is 3 woman's homel” she
wondered,

She said owning to a patriarchal conspiracy, religion, custom, culture and law were misapplied by men in
perpetuating dowrey and meostwaormen becarme part of this anti-wormen core piracy without even recognizing it
Was a conspiracy. She zaid denial of property rights to a girl insame families ako contributed o 'one tirme'
dowry, She saidin fact andin effect itwas unethical and urrlslamic. Shesaid the legislation regulating dewry
veas also toothless because the forces of social endarsement were so strong that the implementation was
swayed to oblvion bythese forces,

Concluding hertalk, =hesaid dowry was aninstitution and practice ingrained in ours ocisty andin orderto end
such vices, we muststartwith valuing surwomen. To do thatwe musttaoe alternative perspective; we must
allowe wornen control aur resources which belong to them, o that they did not lock at dowry o me ettheir
strategic needs,

Or. Salman Asif captivated the parti cipa nts with his beautiful and luent pres entation in Urdu whichwas full of
historical examples of 'women in powerful settings’ who were also subjected to gender discrimination. She
gave examples of Empress Moor Jehan; Murmtaz Mahal, and Zebul Niza. He zaid suchwomen who wers
zeen as oo vefily by oulsiders were very powerless andthey hadto live a life of denial as they could not give
their narmetotheir creative and poliical expressions.

He rematked the age old maxims lke dolli s2 finaze fak pyabk ghar senahin nikin & (atter her marriage, a
womanmustnot leave her husband's housetillher deathiwere treated a5 univers altuths today.

He said dowry as historically portrayed as a pattern of conspicuous consumption, not a crime; and itw as still
understood as such. He pointed outthatthe inheritance law was formed in 1894 by the colonial gove rmme nt
and twas continuing as such even today. But, law was nothing with out its implermentation in letter and s pirit,
he commented. And becawse of a toothless, half hearted and some times no implementation, we withess
killing, kidnapping and acid throwing onwomen who opt court marriage. Hesaid pressures that perceived to
he emanating from family, clan and neighbourhood, people still resorted to taking heavy loars to marry off
their daughters with a pomp and s b

Fointing out inter agency coordination issues both in the government and the development s e ctor, he s aid
MNEOs  who were doing good worke but had limitations needed to0 be more stategic in their advocacy
campaigrs onsuch Esues as dowry,

Afterhis presentations, Dr. Perveen denoted thatwhat intelle ctua ks ladied was notwis dom or understanding
but couragetostand uptoissues like dowry. Seeannex 1 for presentation slides)

The nexttwo speaiers were from a community where SACHET-Pakistanwoked. AliAhmad shared his story
as to how did he arrive atsaying ‘Mo’ to dowry. Hesaidthe bestterminating force to end dawry were individual
men and women 3 if and when they resisted and s aid'Mao'; twould become wery dificult for parents and the
cormmunity to farce tonthem. However, he reminded thatsuch resistance could nottaie placeinisolation,
bt there was need to make the social amvironment conducive to such refusake by portraying such acts of
defiance as socially admirable.

Renortars rofe TS sock presmune’ s besar ke Lo by merket Sooe s e hoier bo sal bhelr paociud . O SN IS5 Sk L meaeeE
s e s ho masost bhesir crecl cang acveitlsingbhat o imaaage s become sgsher wihhbhedr camal cand @ st offers o boRs, BN i o
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. Yasir Dildar, a young person from the community shared his stony and thoughts in avery passionate and
moving manner Hesaidthat dowry was avice as tcould not onby ruin afamil's economiclife, butit could als o
rmake young krothers resartto crimes (robbery, killing and stealing) to save face and honour of their families
by rarrying off their siblings andsisters with 'dignity'. H e s aid such notion of dignity was in fact a shame that
rmanywere notwillingtostandup andsay'Mao’.

Or, Seema Perwez Former Professar Mational Institute of Psychology QAL In her tak shared her personal
experiences which she went thraough while marrying off her son and daughter She said though she and her
children had the courage tosay 'Mo' to dowry buttheywere not sure about the other party. Therefare, des pite
assurances from her daughters in laws that they did notwant dowry ether, they feared a lastminute reversal
of stance. Similarly, atherson's wedding event, they had clearly corveyed herson's in laves that they did not
want dowry, and she couldseethather daughter in law's family was goingthroughthe zame dizhelief, till afew
wiedis afterthewedding as nosubtle arirmplied demand flo ate d the irway.

She saidshe agree dwith young spe aiers that this personal act of defiance and courage nesded a conducive
social atmosphere to grow, glas and flourish. Becawse in a pro dowry social milieu, those who were saying
'MW’ to dowery had a pressure instead of a sense of jubilation and they seermed apologetic for not taking or
giving dowry. She said the campaigners needed to generate symbok and highlightsuch refusaks as iconic
ack so that mare and mare people should find such individuak as their role models. She said in arder fo
uproot such social evils, we must empover our wamen by offering thern all their rights, privileges and
faciltations aswe offeredthesetoourmen.

Afterthis an open discussion startedwherethe participants threw lights on variows aspect of dowry andwhy
suchpractices were perpetuating. Mr. Zahoor Aftaly Sadig, Or Rehana, WMr. Shabahat Hassan UPU Manager
FlanPakistan , Dr. Ifan&hmed Health Advisor- Plan Fakistan and others shared their views, They said the
phrases lke - hashe faufig' (whatyou can afford); 'aurat ka ghar o hae, makan nahin’ (32 woman has a
housa bufno homal and, ghar rahe na rahe, humariizzat zarcorrahe (while giving dowry, even ifwe
locse aur horme B acceptable, but not locsing our honour)  must be eradicated from our living, social
vocabulary. The participant said that for effective chair reaction to end dowry, the chain that imvoheed:
awareness raising- agents of change challenge to the practice by the subjects  legal framewoark which
prohibits dowery andsocial atmos phere whichshurs the practice, mustbestrengthened.

Inthe end, Or Haider Wasesm Yagoob-Country Representative-Flan P akistan, tharked SACHET Pakistan
cthe participants and paricularby the young boy Cvasir Dildaar Community member), who exposed him fo
reality and ingpired him more to contribute to a justsociety, He recalled that in Bangladesh, both dowry and
child marriages were identified & issues by the government and thesociety, 0 twas easytotaie measures
leadingto theirsolution and resclution. He said therew as need to understand the harms social practices lke
dowry could doin the perspective of aweb of gender based problems and discriminations. Hesaidwe need to
getoutafour comfortzones both physically and psychologically andstepinthe realworldforareal change.

He said there were many inspiring stories of people, whao could become role models, and there were sad
storieswhich could giverealty bites; andwe neededto highlight these stories to deter people from continuing
with the vices, and alEoto irepire maore and more people to challeng e the onslaught.

He said dowry was not the onby right of awoman; education, share in inheritance and true empowerment
whichwas embedded inemancipationwere alko herrights,

The presseoverage ofthe Tho Folicy Dialogues Organized Under “attem ative Ferspectivesinidiative 2008
atachedin annexd,
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Part Three

An imerview with Ms. Hilda Saeed
18 Jan. 2009

Interviewsen: DrRakhshindaP erveen

Mz Hilda Saeed haz worled in the develooment sector for many years (since 71978). She iz a Collective
men ber of Shivkat Gak Wom en's Resounce Centre, and & memberof WAF, Hermain areas of interest are
pooiation and develoom end, reoroductive health and rights; she contributes articles for the national press,
pabiculanly on kealth . social sectorde velopm entand womean .

Your Interpretati on of VAW

The extentofviolence insociety 5 high where class and gender disparity abound; itpredominates insocisties
which live by patriarchal nonms, such as in Fakistan, VAW & alko the final evidence of power play betweaen
weadier andstrongerindividuaks or groups.

Thus, VW In Pakistan B overth visible in sexual harassment, domesticviolence, karo kan and rmany ather
forms. Covertly itis visible in the numerows tradiions and custorms which shadkle women, restrict their
makility, forcethemtosureive on non-nutritious diets, coerce themtomarry earhy and produce large numbers
of children, particularty sons, ete. Covertly VAW 5 ako visible in many of the countrds discriminatory lavws,
whichtranslate into unfair policies,

Incorsequence, women arestifled, unable to growto theirfull potential.

Yfour personal preference:; VAW or GBWY?

Fersonally, | prefer VAW, because this t2rm describes the existing situation more clearly; when the reader
comes acioss this term; hefshe & immediately aware of the struggle that & needed to change this state of
affairs.

ZBEW may not convey the same impact on a peson's mind when hefshe reads about #; nor are women
mentioned inthis term and the violence evenvhelmingly affects waomen.

Wha isthe Speedrumof ViclenceinPakistan?
Extremely highl read a report that VAW in Pakistan is sixth highestin the world. Itstarts even before childbirth
Feudalis m, patriarchy, injustice, alllead to viclence, evidenced inthe 'justice’ meted out by thefirge system,

watls safta (exchange marriage); vani (bride price); pet fdval (promised in mamiage while stillin the mothers
wiarnb’y; andiano e (honour killing).

Sexual abuse, domesticviolence, sexual harassment, spous al murder, burning and disfigurement with acid,
beatings, threats, and honourkilings are common. C ustodial abus e andtorture by strangers and state agents
argakoincluded Aurat Foundation has nation al d ata on VAW, | understand this s nowready for 2003,

Since 1979, dis criminatory le gislation has further perpetrate dviolence againstwomen.
Wha arethe Common Immediateand Underlying Causes of VAW In Pakistan™

[ ] We do not have a pluralistic society, which could have promoted tolerance and corsideration far
others. The presents ociety seems to encouragetunnelvision' and religiosity, rather than deapfaith,
sincerity, andtolerance for others, includingwomen. .

[ ] The perennially low literacy rates have led to even lower literacy rates forwomen. lgnorance has
continuedto breed fake beliefs; our educational curricula, such as exist, have addedtothose belisfs,
and to gender discrimination. The burning of girls' schaook has been the last straw. What future can
girks frarn affecte d areas look fonward to? more viole ncewhen they grow up?

[ ] The current discriminatory laws, the Weomen's Protection Act 2007 has only solved part of the
problem. Justice i noteasily availableto abusedwormen.
[ ] Feudalisrmn, patriarchy, clazs and gender dis parities.
L
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Your defintionof Dowry! Ratsfcase study of Dovery Molence! Bridd gifts.
Sorry don'tknow enough aboutthes e matters.,

four opinion axout wedding meals/bans.

The wastage of food at wedding meak & alarming, particularly in the face of growing poverty and &conomic
crisis. If by bans youmean the rules thatthe govtannounces from fime totime, there & ne implementation of
rules banning lavish ceremonies.

The needis to change the mind set of people, sothat they themsebves become aware ofthe unnecessary
waste. The media could play an important rale here, but will they? Their profis lie inthe publicty gven to
fazhion andfood and glamorows events,

Any comments on Legisl @ionagainst dowry?
Will it werk 2 Whowill ensure impleme ntation™

Do youthinkthat our Mediahas any rolein promoting wedding expenses and dowry violenca?

A5 stated earlier the change of mindset B a must So the media has an important rale lf such media
hroadcasts promote adesire o have more and more acquisitions, then ves, it could prom ote dowry viole nce,
but | don'tk nowe towh at extent this happens,

Your cammerts an: "Dowry and related issues hawve yat to be recognised as gender concerns Not
many MNGE0s are woarling aganst dowy wviclence, Donor agencies have newer funded
projectsprogramson dowry and rel a2 ed violence"

True, dowryandrelatedizssues haveyettoberecognised as gender concerns, But ry owin view on this is that
unless we have sorme data as to the extent of dowry violence, it is difficult to s ay whetherthe Ezue of dowry
violence should be handled as a separate Esue. Shahnaz Edkhariin Islamabad, who handles numerous
cases ofwormen who have been burnt, could probably provide somerelevant data, e.g. the highincidence of
domesticvialencedahich probably insludes dowryviolence) necessitated the Bill on DomesticWiolence,

Cince itis proved that dowry violenceis high inincidence, you could go furthe rwith legis lation and policy

Do you think dowry demand is contributing towards lower staus of women? Do you think dowy
demandisafor mot psychol ogical violence?

Do youthinkdowry systems endorsepatriarchy?

TES

D efinite by.

Crowry systers definite by endors e patriarchy. It s onething for parents andrelatives and friends to give gifts to
the bride and groom, and quite another for the parents ofthe bride to be coerced into providing evergthing
pessibletotheir daughter, for fearthatshewould othenvis e be mistreated, and als o of fear of wahat"s o ciety will

5 ay',
These are all customs that have risen over the years, and today are accepted as hallowed traditions. They

have changed people's mind sets into accepting stifling and discriminatory patriarchal "norms"., so they
definitely endors e patriarchy,

MENY MENYTHANKS
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An imerview with Barrister Zafarullah Khan

Interviewer : Dr.Rakhshinda Perveen
Dated 147 January 2009

Zafarullak #han holds Master's degres in Intemational R elations from Qauid-e-Azam University, Islamabad;
Bachelor of Law wilh Somowurs from Gty University, London, Postgraduate Diplom ain Bar Vocational Sudies
from the University of West of England, Bristol; and Bar-atlaw from ke Uncoln's fon. He kas different
itternational courses, trainings, seminars el 0 his credit. He has also the honowr of representing Faklistan
before United Nation s’ Comm iee onthe Child, Geneva.

Beforejoining the legal proessions, hejoined the Dizhict Managen ent Group ofthe Civil Service of Fatistan
in 1987, He resigned from the Service in 2002 o work for Hum an Rights and Sole of Law. His m afor books
Fre HISIAQUR ZAMANAY KA KK AWAR  Hum an Righkts: Theory and Fraclice’and The Way Cul’ Presently,
he is 3@ Partner in Nishtar & Zafar, 3 law fim , and specializes in Constitubional law, Ruman Righlts amd
Conporate iz we.

What is your own interpretation of WVEW?

Violenee against women means nagative expression of the injurious male power vis a vis women, |t
happers due o the lack of proper appreciation of the fundamertal rights lke right to Iife, dignity,
freedom and due process of lan. Man by using his sheer power wants to coerce women to-a
particular objective.

Which terminology is praferred by you (VAW or GEY)

| prefer the word 'wislence agairst women & it s more generic and can encompass many facets of
the violence againstwomen. Secondly, itis invaegue and can easily be understood,

Wha isthe spectrum ot VAW in Palkistanitypesforms, expressions)?

The zpectrum of viole nce against wormen ranges from staring, verbal abuse to honor kiling. 1t has
various types, forms, expressions like staring, staking, verbal abuse, assault, battering, grievous
badiky harm, acid throwing, denial of property rights, physiological tarture and ladk of provision of
maintenance and necessitates of life.

Wha forms of VAW are more frequent and in which areas?

“arious forms of violence againstwomen are prevalentin variows areas of Padistan ke acid throwing
i common in southern Punjab; murder is all over Pakistan except MWF P; wani, sawam=a and
exchange marriage are alko evenwhers; stove burning s common in pothohar region, honor killing
2 more insouthern Punjab, upper Sindh and Maseerabad Division of Balochistan., Denial of property
rights and inhertance & all gver the country,

Wha arethe commonest immediae and underlying causes of YAWin Pakistan™
The common causes of the WAW in Pakistan are (i) the feudal culture (i impact of the alien culure

(il lack of proper understanding of relevant’lslamic values (i) lack of sensitization of and awareness
about fundamental rights, (w3 lack of proper education and training;

Heovw waould you define Dowry Molence?
Dowry violence & of two types L& demand during marriage propesal negotiation; (i) demand by the
spouse after the marriage; both are prevalent but latter is more dangerous and harmful and leads to
physiological torture and divorce,
Do you think Dowy systems pro mote WAWT?
| agree that dowry system leads to certain forms of VAW, from verbal abuse to physical hurt.

A5 an activist of hurman rights, we daily come across dowry related violence, Insome of the cases, it
i main reasonfor the separation between the spouses,
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Wha is your opinion about exigting Bridal gifts and dowry Restridtion Act 12767

B Thelimitset for dowry is unreal
B Thelimitset for gitt is too low
® FPenalties provided are inzignificant
B Complaint can only be lodged by certain senior government officials
Al these characteristics of the law make tnot very useful; hence it needs a tharough revision.

Wha is your opinion ahout wedding meals and "bans"?

| srongly favor the ban on the wedding meak as it & notonly an extravaganza on the part of the rich
bt also creates heart burning in the hearts of the poor.

Do wou think Pakistan nesds legislation aganst Dowry like India and Bangladesh?

We can strengthen our legal regime about the dowry and gift etckesping in view our particular
cultural traits and similar international experiences. Despite the lip senrvice o the women rights in the
recent past we have notseen amy proper legislation inthis respect. However, itis emphaszed that it
i imperative to have a comprehensive legal regime to be passed by the Parliament atter consultation
with the stakehaldears.

Do ywou think media has any role in promoting wedding expanses and dowry violence?

Media can play an important rale in curbing dowry violence, wedding expenses and other forrms of
VAW, Somefimes media glamorizes rich marriages and irrelevant custorms, rites ete relating to the
rmarriages which create physiological problerrs leading to further social dise quilibrium.. The media
needto focus on the entefainment pragrams especially the Dramato bring itin tune with existing
realties onthe ground.

"Doweny and related issues have vetto be recognized & gender concerrs even by the development
xgen: This ma'_{h verrrle-:l l'.n.- the factthat not many mainstream NGCs are wl:Iﬂ-l:In!:l _g_nst dnw_r*,[

Thesue ofthe dowry interms of the VAW i generally felt by most ofthe commen peoaple in
Pa:istan especially the poor, hence itis needed that the organizations de aling with the human rights
make it as ong of the main focus area o root outthis scourge from our society . The NGOs ars
sometimes driven by the availability of money provided by the donors who have their own priorities,
Inthe recent past, more emphasis by the donor community has been on the 'paticular’ aspects of
relationship of man and wormen; in otherwords matters like dowry related violence has not been
given proper attentian.

Thank you for your time and wauable inputs,
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An imterview with Mr. Wtikhar Arif (s H)
Dated 10™ Jan 2009,

. i khar Arif born oon March 21, 1942 in Ludinow, India is a renowned Paistani Urdu poet, scholar and
litterateur. He hazs headed Acadery Adabivat (The Pakistan Acadenwy of Letters) and currently he iz the
chairrman of AMugtads Quom ( Zaban ( The Mational Language Autharity’,

I recagnition of his commendable confribution and efforts for the Urdu literature he has been awarded with
Hilale-Fakistan, Stara-e-in faz and Presidential Pride of performance by the Governmentof P akistan.

Wi Itk har Arif's poetry has beentranslated into a number of languages; including English, R ussian, German,
Persian and Hindi. & number of thesis have beenwrittan on his paetry by post-graduate students in various
universities of Pakistan.

Wha is your irterpratation of VAWIGEY? Howdoes it cortribut e to dowry vialence.
DomesticVWiolence onwomen & that Bsue that corstitutes foremest importance in cverall Pakistan's social
problems. In all countrizs of the world, even in developing countries there are several cases of domestic
violence. Thosewodding on international level must be fully avare ofthefacts andfigures ofthese cases and
report the cases ocourring in Europe and US4, Then there 5 athirdwarld, Islamic countries, South Asian
countries and then the Muslim society of Pakistan infront of us. We are answering questions raised in our
Muslimsociety's perspective.

I think that irstead of Gender Wislence, it would be better fwe call it Violence agairst Wornen., Gender
Yiolence encompasses violence against both male and female gender, butin a society ke aurs violence an
men are fewt Bringing women violence under Gender Yiolence argument is not appropriate so that
terminologiesshould directly reflect the mainissue,

Paiistan society comprises of sectarian society and experts wodiing on it are aware of it that this issue s
masthy prevalent in lower and illiter ate societies. The rate of occurrence of domestic violence in educated
families i= slowing down. The condiions & slightly better where women who are wotking and contributing
mare than their dormestic budget. Problems multiply for thiose wormen who are illterate and confined in the
boundaries of the house. Big famiky, smallhouse, ladk of trust, illiter acy, hot argurneant betwesn husband and
wife and lack of sexual satefaction contributes to this Esue. Separate discussions can be done onthese
=5 ues, butdowry contributes the majorroleinthis regard.

Your comments on violenceinthe ingitution of marriage?

In-constitution of mariiage, anotherfactorthat plays a major role is the enjoyment orthe zpark in relations hip
instead of charming and comsistent courtship. Living in for cenfuries the Indian culture of giving dowries o
daughters antheirwedding has penetrated in our culture, Dowry culture in Arab s ocieties & non existe . Low
garning people use dowry a5 atool o update their socialstatus and manipulate their daughter in laws parents
to give their desired terns. House, car, gold jewelry, in fact all the major electronic tems are asked from the
girfs family. Dowry has nowtrarsited to become an exhibition culture inwhichthe famity takes pride to boost
in front of the famiky members and invitees. Ladk of commitment of shortage in dowryin this regard can give
kirth to fierce arguments which can later culminate in divorces, The transition period being the mostvicious
period, where the family zan subject the girl to a devastating mental torture, taunts, and violence. For
centuties, marmy social and religiows organizations wotced farthe cause, butthesocisties that are subje cted
to violence are still helpless and the rate & stillrsing, People think giving dawry is dreadful but still loves to
give dowry, There aresome educated boys who decline dowry but their families newver give an op portunity to
miss it

Ban on food on wedding is a welcoming but these laws are disregarded and to oullaw them several
amendments are created.

Wha i= your opinion abawt Pakistani lawon dosry?

LkeinIndiaand Bangladesh, there areseveral lawes in P aiistan that are made on dowry, butthere are many
hitches regarding the lans. Lass must be mads and the efforts to implement should also be done. Ciwil
Society must ako play an active rale. Ban on dowery in India and Bangladesh was not fruitful and could not
restraint thesociety.

Wha is the Role of mediain thisregand?

Elecronic media has akvays highlightedthe Esue buttheiregularities in the name of dowry ar e still existent
Mediashouldstress more onthis ssue. Increase in teracy rate and better econamiccondition offemales can
revertthis Ezue,

Any other comment 7

Mothing can be said for the ignorance and imsensitive attitude of the concerned authoriies, | have less
knowledge about the donors, but you don't have to be a scholar to know the issues that are being given
attertion and are being addressed bythem. Wherethey have no gain, they do notinvesttheir resources onit.

Sinceyou had requested me, | amresponding to i, ohviowusly this & an answer of that person, who forty two
years badd, hadrefusedto acceptdowry and if their parents had given hersoamething, lamstill not avare of i

26
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Part Four

New Actions-0Old Passion

SACHET has learnt in its 10 wyears journey that destination is s4rHET. Pokizian wonld ke fo
undoubtedly important, but perhaps even maore impartant is how we deco nstruet and  mnpack the

reach there. This means, SACHET-Pakistan has leamtto give equal, = _
if not more, importance to a) the paths it takes to reach that PFociice of dewry and ""'"“”"r'_rf
destination; bivarious stopovers t makes inits journeywhetherwhen advecale (e cmd e wial 1=
it & exhausted, or in order to reflect over possible midcourse ponpe and bad. However. it is
corrections; ¢ the milestones it finds during the journey; and d) the ¥ 3 ]

parmers and allies it finds duringthatjourney mpertart fo underscore that

SACHET- Pakistan is not
In next 10 years, as result ofour campaign, and other partners’ efforts ggmins e Demign aspect and
irspired by thatcampaign, we wish and envisage acomplete absence I : ]
of coercive and oppressive forms of dowry, That means, SACHET gosinre o] gifl wed presest. Butil
Pakistan would ke to deconstruct and unpack the practice of dowry docs not mivan we wonlid cnderse
and would advocate the end towhat s wrong and bad. However, itis giffs whick are subsiule fo
important to underscore that SACHET Pakistan 5 not against the fawfil share of a gird in her
benignaspectand gesture of gift and present. Butit does not me an we e ritanee. T
would endars e gifte which are substitute to lasfulshare of a girlin her
inheritance,

il e b et LG ; il g B S S In erder te realize this dream of
n order to realze this dream of complete eradication oy from SH e o
social psyche, space and familial transactions, we plan a set of mmpf.rrn 1rrn.rn‘1.'-rm'mrr of ﬂ‘ﬂ'm-f
symbolic andsubstantialsteps. frem social psyele, ynice and

familial fransactions we plin a
The symbolic steps will help us made the societal atmosphare and = . :
socialskyline more conducive andfriendly to acts of resistance tothis 20 0f RORRC. amd TR tAnaa]
practice. We plan to do that through an effective wse of popular,
mainstream and alternate media. Cur main focus willbe on the Siker
Ribbon Campaign; and building on that and along with thatwe plan to
use popular cultural expressions through music and songs; videos
and festivals.

sips.

Cin the substantial front, we plan to embed FADR in aur wol with communities on reproductive health,
education, skilldevelopment and economic empowermentto erable more and more agents of change and

transformation for dawry freesocial andfamilialtrars actions., y .
Cwr main focus will v on the

AGEH| Resource centre of SACHET with the support of UNMIFEM is  $fwer Fibbon fﬂrﬂfﬂﬁgﬂi il

currently conducting a pioneering national level research on dowry pas .
violence and relate d Bsues with aimto arganize different perspectives PAMANEE vl dtot SR SRAY-NER

on thie muech neglected gender issue and offer policy and (0ol we plan fo use popular
programmatic re camme nd ations tothe concermed players. enltural expressions through

music ard sengs videes amd

SACHET Pakistan believes that most of the battles arewoniand losth cudivals
first symbolically and in the hurman psyche The rituals of a formal, fe 3
substantial victory (or defeat) then follow in due course. Hence, we
would lay our bets, and efforts, for the symbolic wvietory in oour

passionate fight this intimate evil out.

30
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Our Pledge

I/ WeFPromisenever fo give orfake Dowry

Dowry Demand is an offencs

Dowry itself (s a form of violenes not
only against womean but men also

Dowry is a decant dacoily

Those people who ask for dowry lack
Vi sion, undsvitanding and are gresdy
Deownry 15 ong of the major causzs of
violence against womean

Wz fzal saddznad for the helpiess
parents of the women

Hence, Iiwes makes a sol emin prowmi s
that whensver it is time for my/four
marviags, Ihwe will not ask for dowry
and nov will I/ we induige or

encourags our gldars to - carry on this

fradition

Asking for dowry isan insult to our
mascuiinity

Chur-dignity, self estesm dogs not and
should not Ist us demand dowry

Wz say no to dowry
IWe say no to dowry
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Annex 1

Slides From the Presentation "Demystifying Dowry" By Dr. Rakhshinda Perveen (27" N overnber 2008)

Slide 3

Slide B
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Annex 2

Transcriptions of Ch. Anwar Muhammad Bhinder's com ments;
and Mr.Farooq H. Naik's endorsements.

IMtervewwith Wr. Faroog H, Nai bk Minister tor lawand justice (This inkerdew was recorded in lvlay 20087

SACHET: Fleage g ve yourcom ments on the dowry il recently presented to the senate 7

M. Naik: It was "Dowry and  dowry |
restaration Act 1976, buat it wa not
properly implemented. With the passage
oftime it became redundant, as restriction
under this act that no body could give gift
above than Rz.S000, was wviolated by
s nciety because there was no valve of Rs.
5000 Keeping that in wiew, new act
Doy and dowry gift act 2008 was
intiated. The restriction under this act &=
that nobody can give bridal gift to
bridegraoom more than a value of Rs
S0,000, which will be applicable to dowry
alko, Parents of bride cannot give her gift
with a walue exceeding Rs. 20,000,
Relative can only give presentsd gift €
valuing RBs 1000, Apart from this, several
other restrictions are that the President,
the Prime Minister, the Governors, the
Parliamentarians, Government officers of Basic Pay Scale 17 and above would not be allewed to take gifts
from outsiders; only family members can offer gifts to them. The violators will be punished for one year and
complaints can only be lodge d with the farmily court. Mlkah registrarwill registerthe dowry. f awoman lodges
a case for divorce and court accepis her pleathen according to the gift list, Dowry will be returned to the
womanbecawsethatis her property,

SACHET: Whatis yourcoinion aboutProkibiion ofdowyl?

Wr. Maik: ltis very good demand to prohibit dowey, bt it willwo ke gradually becaus e majonity thinks that it is
Very necessary to give saome gift to the bride and the bridegroom. Situation in India & different to that in
Pakistan. InIndia, it like buying things through negotiations since the groom's family reportedly asks the
bride's farniby blunty and directhy regarding bow rmuch dawery and money would be offered. Inlzlam, which has
influgnce in our society, such things are considered wrong. The socio econamic situation in India is very
difficult than ours because their rules and regulations are according to Hinduism and we apire to follow
I=lamic rules and regulations. Islam allews gifts to both parties but with some limits. Prohibiion can be
achieved with the passage of time and through education. D owry gifts are alko exchanged in Europe and
Armerica. Baid implem entation of prohibition of dowry is impossible, becauseitis not possiblewith outcreating
adequate avareness about law and s violation, especially inthe elite. If elite class follows the lavwethenitll be
a encouraging for the poor and the middle class peaple. Wl akao create equality within the saciety. | have
heard your NGO SACHET i taking lead on this issue. | wiould urge you to do it at bigger scale to raise
awareness onthis ssue anduse conferences, seminars andtake the message tostrests and neighbourhood
(m ohala) and highlight the ramifications of the violation in the newspapers sothat people should know that
they'llbe punished iftheyviolate the act,

Imtervewwith Senator Chaudhary Mohammad Arvwar Bhincdar

SACHET: Prezident Ayub iz said lo be the first one to put restrictions on dowey, then came the 1976 dct
introdueed by M Bhutto which wa s not prooerly followed . So what do you say iz the currant legal situation
regardingdonry ?

Senator Bhindar: President 2yub had only curbedthe exhibition of dowry; there was no restriction on dowry
perse. | recallwhen bamat (wedding congregation of the groom) came, first they would stay for night and
there usedto be aritual of exhibiting the dowry: a man with loudwvoice would stand up and announce in detail,
along with dis play of tems, hatwhatwas being offered by way of dowry - gold, cows, clothes, beds and bed
sheet. The restriction on dowry came in 1976 through dowry act
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SACHET: What diffickesdo you foeseainthein plemant of cuvrantact?

Senator Bhinder: The imple mentationwill
face difficuties through non cooperation of
people because now-a-days people want
to give more daowry. Then the inflation and
price hike have made gifts very expensive;
rios the price of a gold ring exceeds Rs.
20,000, But | believe gradually the peaple
at large will accept the fact and less of
dowry willbe acceptable and possible. The
purpose of the Act is that no body showld
ask for dowry, or condition itwith accepting
a female in marital union. In the new Act,
dowry is prohibited for six months before
and after the marriage ceramony. After
this, parents can give dowry by way of gifis
as much as they ke andkeep giving gifts
the rest of their lives. This restriction i to
owvercome the one-time wedding

expenses, which otherwise tend to
shyrocket

SACHET. SAGHE Tis ad vocating prokibiion of dowry; whatare yourviewsonithat ?

Senator Bhinder: 1think that restriction is the fiststep towards prohibition. Its very difficultto implement it
immediately but gradualty ifllwotk. This billshould be considered the firststep to endthe practice of downy |
thirk that allthe N GO0s woking onitshould feel encouraged by it. Majority of thie peoplein oursociety do not
like dowery but also think it i impossible to prohibit. But MG0s should start campaign in a way that people
shouldseetheir own benefitin owning the moverment that aims an endto dowry. Bwill after allmak e theirlives

easier andtheir daughters' future, better. 5 lwould urgethat the NGOz shouldsupport andfaveur this act, as it
wiill ultirn ate by will 12 ad to the eradication of dowry.
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Annex 3

Media Cowerage of the Policy Didogue on 27" Novwember 2008 at SACHET Gallery Islamabad
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Media Coverage of the Policy Didogue on 27" May 2008 & SACHET Galery Islamabad

‘Down with the dowry’

By Marium Kiani

PELAMABRAD, May 27: Dowry is a decp rooted gender ssuc with soclal,
ecouomic and bealth cotseguences fur the whale siciety bul is trestesd un o menece
G the bride's (mmile alone

This was the view loken by the participants in 2 dislogue on ' Dowry and dowry
violence” organised here on Tucsday by AGEHT (Advneates of Gender, Eduention
and Health Infemption) Resouree ceptre, the techeical wing of SACHET (Socikery
for the Advancement of Communty, [fealth, Educstion and Training)

Vhey nated that the isme mrely figired on the agenda of pender experts. Only
recently the desd silonce om the lssse has boen brokien by the tabling of o *dowry

Talking abourt the factors that ¢nsue contmuity of the sucial evil they said. dowrny
otten was considerod an ineentive 10 lire o suiisble matcd, & suppon mechanism o
help the pew couple so that they have 2 convesdent sarl of practical fife, a evome
for the desnul of mheritinee W women (show 90 per cem wornen were
thWﬁmmpmﬁdrhtﬁmmehhlm
nal permisaible either by religion or the law,

Vitlkisg absoiil the wliont Featutes of the Dowry and Murrisge Cifts B 2008 they
snd, it hudd restricted dowry 1o Ra50,000 and the bndal pifts (o RS0, 000

According wo the legiskazion a 15t of dowry and bridal gifts will also be anached 1o
the Nikahnann {marniage cenificate) at the time of martiage and divorce. the hiide

shall be entithod o the dowry or meney equivalent 1o its value

In case of non-implementation of the cemificaie, 8 woman would have the option o
approach the family court and get it speedily implemented, the breach of the
provisions of the Act has also been made 1 offence punishable.

The bill was prepared by Sachet, a non-government organisation, i 2003 and it
ok five vears to reach to Senale. showing the lack of politseal will on the pan ol
political leadeérshin,

Legislation on dowry had bewn done twige in the past but could not be implemeniad
as there was lack of political and civie will

Implementing the bill was not pessible without a “civic will® for which stimulating
public 1o think about the institution and prctice of dowry und dowry vielence was
vital, they added

They also urged media 1o play its role in curbing practice of dowry

The focul persons included Dr Rakhshinda Parveen, of Agehi Resource Centre, Dr
Fagir Husain, Secretory Law ind Justice Commibssion of Pakistan, Malika Zia.

coordinaior | egislative Watch Programme, Aurat Foundation and Dr Khahid
Masood, Chaliman, Council ol Tslamic Idealogy




SACHETs position on the issue of Dowry

Demand of dowry is an offense

e Dowry itself is a form of violence, not
only against women but men also

e Courts should take Suo Moto action
against deaths of married girls specially
the newly weds under unexplained
circumstances as

Stove death = An accident = Myth
Stove death = Dowry death =truth

FADAN

FightAgairst Dowry Advocacy Metwok

Silver Ribbon Campaign

Sikver Ribhon, the logo of FADARN symbolizes hope forrejacting this socially endorsad and

comveniantly forgotten form of gender violence and promoting austerty in marriage
CRremonies,




Fight against Dowry Advocacy Network
(FADAN))

“When a gift becomes demand it is a form of violence”

Based on this Philosophy FADAN a national network agaimst dowry
violence was formed in 2003. Ome of the major achievements of the project is
the formation of this national level advocacy network to strengthen
partnership with stakeholders. lt aims to create and sustain a social
movement against ‘dowry by demand’. FADAN membership takes into its
fold both mdividuals and organization, with the essential prerequisite
criteria of determimation, commitment and devotion of the members to che
network’s goals and objectives. FADAN is a national network of change
makers who are working agamst dowrywiolence

=

W }
Vision Statementr

Speak........ st

Speak-your lips are free

Speak-yourtongue is still yours L”&‘E"W*J‘ﬂdi
s still yaurs Rt 1
Speak-yaur life is still vours, "
Laak inside the simithy ﬁq'ﬁulﬂf
Leaping flames, red hatiran, .;...ijiﬁlwfd_g
Fadlicks open wade
Their jawa, Lﬂuﬁgwﬁ
Chains disintegrate, M/:&.’ujﬁ
Speak-there is little time 3
But little thaugh it is LpLusiL ¥
It is enough SYEE %
Time enaugh .

LX) ¢
Befare the body persihes. "szwjé J
Befare the tongue atraphies #Qﬁrfw‘f}({
Speak-turth still lives, Jﬁf’ﬁ'—lﬂaﬁdi

Say what your have

To say, P 2y

Faiz &hmed Faiz
(Translated by Daud Kamal) (‘}})




AGEHI Resource Centre

Engendering Developrent

AGEHI (Atlvocates of Gender Education & Health Infarmation) itsel is an
Lirdu waord bearing maanings like knowledge, Awareness, Ferception and
Insight. The objective of AGEHI 15 to advocate for Gender Sensitization,
Education and Health promotion by disseminating information. AGEHI
supports policy and social communication and advocacy on gender issues
through a broad range of activities. AGEHI pravides technical assistance to
programs of SACHET hesidesmanaging SACHET'S official website, AGEHI
theater group, FADAM (Fight Against Dowry Advocacy Metwork) and DoSTI
YouthAthvocacy MNetwark,

SACHET Pakistan

Promofmg Hieman Development of the Disadvantaged with Gender Perspectives

SACHET (Society for the Advancement of Comrmunity, Health, Education
and Training) is a registered civil society organzation warking singe 199%
with a vision of promating human development of the disadvantaged in
gender perspectives The main thematic areas of interventions are Health
care (including sexual and reproductive health care for women and
adolescents), Education, Training and livelinood opportunities for the
neglected massas.

SACHET is among the very few Indigenous arganzations in Fakistan whao
initiated advocacy cum service delivery packages to the marginalized
comimunities.

currently SACHET 5 offening tangible community services through its
physical presence In o districts of Pakistan namely Chakwal, Attock,
Fawalpindl, Islamabadand Skardu (Mortherm Areas).

Freduce d and Fubll shed By
LGEHIResoume Cantre SECHET - Rakivtan
Baber Cantra Parkh Rogd, F9 Mamaz ilamabad
Tl 0A1-2254933, 2250795, RE 0512255057,
E-mali; agahigmachetorg.ph Webeite: www. sache torg. ph




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50

